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The online giving campaign, Amazing Raise, 
and the annual letter campaign have been 
very effective in providing funding for LVG.  
WE ARE SO grateful for all of you who 
support LVG.  Thank you. 

Though we do not charge a fee for our    
services to the community, it does cost  
money to support our organization’s       
mission. I won’t enumerate here all the ex-
penses involved, but I want to assure you 
that it takes a great deal of time and effort to 
keep our tutors supplied with the equipment 
and materials needed to improve our stu-
dents’ skills. 

WE ARE SO fortunate to know our        
students, their lives, and the positive impact 
our tutoring has brought them.  We want 
you to know them too.  As you read through 
this and future newsletters, you will meet a 
few.  With these life stories you can have a 
stronger sense of our work and the          
importance of everyone’s support.    

WE ARE SO interested in YOU sharing this 
information with others.  Please tell family 
members, friends, and those you work with 
how LVG impacts our community and helps 
our neighbors.  Also encourage them to be a 
part of this important work. 

(continued on page 2) 

 
 

Dear Readers, 

WE ARE SO….. 

“I am only one, but I am one.  

I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 

And I will not let what I cannot do interfere with 
what I can do.”- Edward E. Hale 

This quote reflects why, for over 32 years, the 
volunteers and tutors of Literacy Volunteers 
of Gloucester continue to succeed in our   
mission to provide adults with the educational 
skills needed to improve their quality of life.  
WE ARE SO grateful for the many “can do” 
people in LVG working to equip these adults. 

Also, WE ARE SO appreciative of our      
successful funding this year.  Literacy         
Volunteers of Gloucester has received three 
grants for the 2014-2015 fiscal year — from  
the Virginia Literacy Foundation, the  
Gloucester Community Foundation, and the  
J. Edwin Treakle Foundation.  Each grant was 
written as a collaborative effort by members 
of the board.  For those of you familiar with 
grant writing, you know that it takes a      
commitment of time and effort and a whole 
lot of positive thinking.  There is never a guar-
antee that the grant will be awarded, nor is 
there a guarantee that the amount requested 
will be the amount received.  WE ARE SO 
pleased that our hard work paid off.  

The economic challenges of the last few years 
have greatly affected philanthropy.  More and 
more non-profits are competing for the same 
dollars.  Donors, individuals, as well as corpo-
rations, must make difficult decisions about 
how much and to whom they will donate.  
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We are always working to find and train tutors, as well as looking for volunteers to help with the day-to-day operations. Office 
work of filing, computer data inputting, ordering materials, copying tutor materials, and answering the phone needs to be 
done. WE ARE SO in need of more “can do” people. 

Another area of great importance is finding people who are willing to share “conversation time” with people who wish to    
improve their English-speaking skills. This is a wonderful opportunity for the volunteer, as well as the adult learner.  Let me 
tell you about my experience with “conversation time”…  

Devota was from the Great Rift Valley, Tanzania. She and her husband, Bishop John Luppaa, came to Gloucester as part of his 
sabbatical.  While here, Devota wanted to practice conversational English. For several weeks, I had the opportunity to spend 
time as Devota’s “conversation partner.” Devota and I went to lunch, went to the grocery store, went together for manicures 
and pedicures; all the while, each of us learning new words, discovering each other’s culture, and forming a beautiful      
friendship. Once again, being a volunteer meant that I “received” more than I “gave.” 

WE ARE SO hopeful that you will become an active member of LVG.  There is so much we can gain from you and much you 
can gain from joining our fantastic group of LVG volunteers.  Deciding the amount of time you wish to devote to our mission 
in the community is your choice.  It may be a little or it may be a lot, either way your involvement will be a tremendous     
benefit to the organization.  Call us at 804-693-1306 and let us know. 

WE ARE SO looking forward to hearing from you and working together!  

Remember the last time you took a test? Sweaty palms tightly gripping your No. 2 pencil, your mind      
running through facts and figures, and that brief pause before turning that paper over and reading the first  
question.  Times have changed, however, and the new GED tests have created an entirely different testing 
experience that raises new challenges. A new electronic version of the GED exam was initiated in 2014.  
The test is done entirely on the computer, it  is more expensive, and, by most accounts, more difficult. Yet, 
with all great challenges comes the potential for great success! Literacy Volunteers of Gloucester would like 
to congratulate David Daul, LVG’s first GED test taker on the new electronic system.  He passed both the 
math and social studies segments of the GED test on his first try! Ann Burruss and Glenn Sturm were among 
the LVG volunteers to help David with his preparation through one-on-one tutoring. “He has always shown 
a genuine desire to do well on the GED by pushing himself in tutoring sessions,” said Sturm. David is      
currently studying for the science and writing segments of his test.  More LVG students are preparing for 
the new GED test, hoping for the same success as David.  

Update:  Meet David... 
        By Glenn Sturm 

George & Lou Harrison Create Unique Display for LVG 

Talented supporters George and Lou Harrison presented LVG with a "book display” 
to use at events like the Daffodil Festival.  Cleverly handcrafted to include             
information about our organization's activities, it is certain to catch the eye of     
passersby.  We are grateful for the Harrisons' willingness to help make LVG more 
visible in the community.  

Keep up with the LVG news, learn what is going on in the literacy community, &            
participate in the chatter.  Visit https://www.facebook.com/pages/Literacy-
Volunteers-of-Gloucester/204058726421719, like us, & be sure to share it with 
your friends! 
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The September 2014 training event was very successful, with more than 
30 people attending.  The LVG Board of Directors introduced them-
selves and two presentations were made.  Sherrie Hill presented the  
mission and vision of LVG as well as a great deal of information on how 
GED testing has changed since 2013.  Sherrie also provided various   
resources for tutors, including new websites devoted to tutor education.  

The second presentation was from Cynthia Geisert who gave an       
overview of the many activities going on at LVG.  These range  from 
working with students to fundraising and public relations to               
administration....and much more.   

As a result of the September training event, several new volunteers joined LVG, one of which is our new treasurer 
(see page 5 to read about Ashley Miller and other new board members).  A huge Thank You to all who participated. 

Brooke Pizzetti to Present at the 2015 VLF Conference —  

“Introducing Adult Learners to Microsoft Word and Excel” 
Brooke Pizzetti, Program Manager at Rappahannock Community College Adult 
Education, is presenting a workshop at the VLF Conference being held February 
26-27, 2015 in Richmond.  This workshop will talk about a project-based      
approach to teaching digital literacy. It will discuss different levels of  digital    
literacy with a particular focus on teaching fundamental skills to students in    
Microsoft Word and Excel. Recommended practices from academic researchers, 
business leaders, and adult educators will be presented. With the tools learned in 
this workshop, participants can help their students create Microsoft Word and 
Excel documents using real life examples (such as writing a recipe in Word and 
making charts and graphs using an Excel spreadsheet).   Workshop participants 
will also create original lessons using Microsoft Word and Excel for their own 
instruction and explore how to extend these practices further.  

Brooke has worked as an ESOL and ABE/GED instructor as well as a data/
assessment specialist, and has an extensive technology background.  Brooke 
works on the LVG Board of Directors and is an active, invaluable volunteer. 

UPCOMING EVENTS—Mark Your Calendar! 

On March 9, 2015, there is an event for tutors at the LVG office that will present many interesting and useful    
topics.  Brooke Pizzetti will go over the various workbooks and resources that are available to tutors for use with 
their students, and Cynthia Geisert will give an update on what is going on in the literacy community.  This will be 
an informative and fun session where tutors can come together to hear a few tricks of the trade.   

Upcoming Events: 
Tutors’ Get-together at the LVG office Monday March 9th  7 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 
Daffodil Festival    Saturday-Sunday April 11-12 
Board Strategic Planning Workshop Saturday April 18th  
Donors’ Reception   Saturday May 16th 
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Fundraising Success! 
In the past year, the LVG engaged in several fundraising campaigns.  All in all, we were very 
successful, raising 68% more in donations in 2014 compared to 2013!   

Last September, LVG participated in the Amazing Raise, a 36-hour online event hosted by 
The Community Foundation.  During the campaign, LVG received an overwhelming amount 
of support, exceeding our goal by 48%!  The Community Foundation also sponsors the   
Giving Card Program that allows individuals to purchase Giving Cards that the recipient can 
then use to contribute to his/her favorite charity.  This program ends on March 31, 2015.  
Please visit http://giverichmond.guidestar.org for more information. 

 If you would like to make a donation, please consider the following options: 

AmazonSmile  

GiveRichmond.org 

LVG website at http://www.literacyvolunteersofgloucester.org, click on “Donate” (you will be redirected to PayPal) 

Via mail to:  PO Box 28, White Marsh, VA 23183 

Brent and Becky’s Bulbs at http://www.bloominbucks.com 

United Way, Member # 6636  
We would like to thank our generous donors for their continued support! 

LVG is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  Charitable contributions are tax-deductible. 

LVG to Raffle an Exquisite, One-of-a-kind Neck Tiara at the  
Daffodil Festival 
The Gloucester Daffodil Festival will be more colorful this year with the donation of a truly 
unique,  one-of-a-kind neck tiara handcrafted by Brownie Haracivet.  This tiara is one of two items 
(the other being a beautiful stained glass piece by Jerry Varner) that will be raffled by LVG at the 
festival. 

Brownie says that “this tiara, with its many colors of ribbons and beads, has been designed to accent many outfits.” 

Brownie began creating her neck tiaras while living in the Caribbean.  According to Brownie, these tiaras satisfy “the princess in 
all of us, and the need to change a basic outfit into something more elegant and unusual with just one accessory.”  Although 
each piece is designed and handmade by Brownie in the U.S., her customers span the globe.  Brownie’s most recent           
commission is a “very special” neck tiara that will be worn to a May wedding at Westminster Abbey in London. 

LVG Wants to “Go Green” But We Need Your Vote 

Newsletters are a great way to learn about LVG, who we are and what we are up to.  We 
gladly produce these newsletters for YOU and hope you enjoy them. 

There are many ways we can distribute the newsletter — email, the U.S. mail, and the 
LVG website.  To help LVG reserve funds for its core mission, while also helping the  
environment, we are hoping that we can send fewer newsletters via the U.S. mail. 

But you tell us.  How do you prefer to receive the LVG newsletter?  By way of email?  In 
the U.S. mail?  On the LVG website?  Let us know by calling the office at 804-693-1306 
or email us at litvolofglova@gmail.com. 

LVG also witnessed positive results from the annual Donor Letter Campaign, with 38 donors graciously contributing much-
needed funds to support literacy in the community.  
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Executive Board   
President: Terri Byrne, 757-870-7361, tsqbyrne@aol.com  
Vice President: Cynthia Geisert, 757-509-2420,                               
cynthiageiser@gmail.com 
Secretary: Betsy Guckeyson, 804-694-5493, telehog@aol.com  
Treasurer: Ashley Miller, 804-824-6914,                  
amiller0018@yahoo.com 

At-Large Board Members 
Karen Bruer, 804-642-0723, karenbruer@yahoo.com 
Ann Burruss, 804-642-6697, Annburruss1@gmail.com 
Brooke Pizzetti, 804-633-0826, bpizzetti@rappahannock.edu 
Glenn Sturm, 804-815-9458, gisturm@vt.edu 

Introducing LVG’s Newest Board Members 
The LVG Board of Directors recently welcomed five new members.  We are happy to introduce:  

Cynthia Geisert, LVG Vice President 
     Cynthia has been with the LVG for six months because she has a passion for helping people learn.  Additionally, she 
states:  “From a Christian faith perspective, I feel that God directed me to LVG.”  She worked as a registered pharmacist in  
Gloucester County for over 20 years and continues her work after retirement as a volunteer pharmacist at the Gloucester-
Mathews Care Clinic.  She brings organizational and leadership skills from her previous work on leadership teams at three 
different organizations.  Her tutoring started with young children at TC Walker Elementary school where her girls, now 
grown, were students.  Cynthia has continued to tutor in a number of settings over the years while enjoying flower         
gardening, kayaking and camping.  

Ashley Miller, LVG Treasurer 
     Ashley is the most recent addition to the LVG board, volunteering three months ago because of her strong belief that 
literacy provides important life skills.  She brings invaluable financial guidance to the LVG through her experience as an  
accountant for the Virginia Department of Labor and Industry.  She has a Master of Science degree in finance and is currently 
preparing to take the CPA examination.  She not only provides excellent stewardship and management of LVG finances, she 
teaches financial classes to our students when needed.  Ashley loves to cook and bake when she is not volunteering or      
gardening.  She has three rescue/special needs dogs of mixed breeds.  

Karen Bruer, LVG At-large Board Member 
     Karen has worked with the LVG on events for the past four years and joined the board one year ago.  She works to     
support all activities of the LVG because of her strong belief that education is the key to success and self-improvement.   
According to Karen, helping by way of volunteering is simply the right thing to do.  She retired from the United States Navy 
after 23 years and is currently the Quality Assurance Manager / Environmental Health and Safety Manager for an Alaskan 
Native company, Amee Bay.  She is active in several national technical groups and an involved mentor to young professionals 
in both quality control and nondestructive testing.   In her off time, Karen enjoys art, painting, and cooking.  

Brooke Pizzetti, LVG At-large Board Member 
     Brooke has been volunteering to support the goals of the LVG for one year.  She works diligently to utilize her           
educational experience to foster a closer collaboration with community-based literacy.  She is actively the Program Manager 
for the Adult Education Program at Rappahannock Community College.  Her strong background as a secondary and post-
secondary classroom instructor and position at the community college are crucial in guiding LVG as it strives to stay current 
on educational trends and needs.  Brooke has demonstrated a long-standing dedication to the community and the people 
around her, having worked as a Peace Corps volunteer, ESOL and AIDS hospice volunteer, and now adding LVG to her list 
of community service.   

Glenn Sturm, LVG At-large Board Member 
     Glenn joined the LVG eight months ago because of his strong belief that education is key to community progress.  He 
works as a Family and Consumer Sciences Agent for Virginia Cooperative Extension serving the Middle Peninsula.  He is an 
alumni of the AmeriCorps VISTA program and spent the fall of 2010 as a volunteer business development researcher and 
advisor for a micro-finance and business development organization in Ghana, West Africa.  As a graduate of Virginia Tech he 
is an avid fan of all Virginia Tech athletics and loves to scuba dive.  His service to the community does not stop with LVG as 
he is also a member of the Gloucester Lions Club and chairperson of the Gloucester Resource Council.  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

LVG Mission Statement 
The mission of Literacy Volunteers of Gloucester is to equip 
adults in Gloucester and the greater Middle  Peninsula with 

the educational skills needed to improve their quality of life.  


